
HTML/CSS Exercise: Set the controls for the heart of the sun. 

In this exercise, you will build a responsive page. You will use grid and flex, transitions, and a small 
amount of JavaScript. 

Be sure to check what each section is worth.  

Two Big Hints 

• you can do transitions between column widths in grid 
• the overflow property is your friend. 

Starter Content: Font Awesome Icons 

To make life easier for you, I have created a starter file that has the site name and two menus with font 
awesome icons. You will be given this file in class. 

You will need to create the rest of the content in the document. 

Content & Typography (10 marks) 

Set all text in the document to the System UI font stack. Choose appropriate font-weights. 

The document has 15 articles. Each article has: 

• a random feature image from picsum.photos. It must be greyscale. 
• a headline with eight words of unique lorem ipsum 
• two paragraphs, each with twenty-five words of unique lorem ipsum 
• a counter (see next section) 

In the header, the type size scales with the browser width. At all times, it wraps onto at least two lines. 

Counter 

The following code will add a "counter" to your articles. You will need to style the counters, of course. 

article { 
  counter-increment: story; 
} 
article::before { 
  content: counter(story) 
} 
 
  



 

Layout 

Phone View (20 marks) 

The site title and links are centered. The links are arranged  left to right. The articles stack in a single 
column. Make everything look as close as possible to this screenshot. 

 



Tablet View (20 marks) 

• A button becomes visible in the top of the screen. Note the alignments. 
• The menus appear on the left and the right.  

The text of each link is not visible. Do not use inaccessible techniques like display:none. Think 
about the hints I gave earlier. 

• The articles are arranged with this repeating pattern:  
- two in one row 
- one in the next row 
- etc. 

 
  



 

Desktop View (20 marks) 

The only difference here is that the repeating pattern of articles changes to three in one row, two in the 
next, etc: 

 
  



 

Behaviour 

Hover Conditions (20 marks) 

This applies to the tablet and desktop sizes only. 

Initially, the text of each link is not visible. It must remain accessible, however, so you cannot use 
display:none here.  

When the user mouses over a link, the text in all menu items on that side appears: the rest of the 
content slides over, with a transition. 

The individual hovered-over menu item changes color to firebrick. 

I gave you two hints earlier in this exercise. They will be very useful here. 

Button (10 marks) 

This also applies only to the tablet and desktop sizes. 

A button appears in tablet and desktop views. When it is clicked, get both menus to display their text. 
When it is clicked again, set the layout back to not showing the text (the content will reflow). 

 
 


